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CLINICS, 
CLINICAL LECTURE. 


Clinical Lecture on Subacute and Chronic 
Bheumatism.—Delivered at St. George's 
Hospital. By Henny Wa. Fuuzen, M.D., 
Physician to the Hospital. (Continued from 
p. 43.) 

We will now pass on to the consideration 
of cases of so-called chronic rheumatism. 
If the term chronic rheumatism were to be 
limited to cases in which pains in the limbs 
resulted from the presence of the materies 
morbi which gives rise to true rheumatism 
typefied by rheumatic fever, my con- 

is that you would meet with com- 
paratively fow examples of this form of 
disease. Experience shows that the sufferers 
from rheumatic fever are usually exempt 
from chronic rheumatism, and that if, as 
sometimes happens, they do have pains in 
the limbs, the attack soon subsides under 
appropriate treatment, or else runs into 
rheumatic fever. Further, the disease bears 
the impress of true rheumatism from its 





very commencement. The patientsare pale 
or sallow, the tongue is coated, the urine 
shows a tendency to deposit lithates, the 
pains manifest a strangely migratory char- 
acter—shifting repeatedly from limb to limb, 
and alkalies, combined it may be with tonics, 
afford almost immediate relief. But, as I 
told yon at the beginning of my lecture, 
many varieties of disease are comprised 
under the title of chronic rheumatism ; and 
you: will readily understand: that if this 
be so—if cases differing not merely. in their © 
general features, but in their mode of origin 
and essential cause, are classed 

under the same title—the treatment which 
may check the progress of one case may 
fail to exercise the slightest influence over 
the course of another. And so.in practice 
it is found to be, It is not that a remedy is 
efficecious in some particular form of rheu- 
matism in one person and fails to relieve 
the same form of rheumatism in another ; 
on the contrary, the medicine which provee 
remedial in one person will ueually eradicate 
the same form of the complaint in another. 
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So generally does this hold good, that it 
forms an almost unanswerable argument in 
favour of a plurality of poisons; and I do 
not, hesitate to state my conviction that 
many cases of so-called rheumatism have 
nothing in common with true rheumatism 
as typefied by rheumatic fever, but arise 
from the presence of totally different mate- 
ries morbi, and, consequently, require a 
totally different treatment. . 

Let me take a few examples of some of 
the more common and more obstinate forms 
of so-called chronic rheumatism. .P. D-—, 
aged fourteen, a cachectic boy, who had 
suffered for some months from cough and 
general debility, resulting, as it appeared, 
from insufficient nourishment and general 
neglect at home, was admitted into the Fuller 
ward on the 16th of November. His principal 
complaint was of pains in his limbs. and 
finger-joints, and occasional swelling of the 
knees. These had troubled him about twelve 
months, and had latterly become so severe 
as to cause him to disregard his cough. He 
had been under medical treatment above two 
months, but he had not obtained relief. ,-.His 
aspect was cachectic; his skin cold and 
clammy; the circulation languid, so that 
his hands and fingers were of a purplish 
colour; the pulse was 90 and weak; the 
tongue clean; the urine clear; the bowels 
were reported regular; the appetite was 
indifferent. Here, then, was a case—an 
obstinate case of so-called rheumatism—of 
rheumatism so obstinate that it had resisted 
all means employed to get rid of it above 
twelve months! Yet what single symptom 
of true rheumatism did it present, except 
pain and occasional swelling of the joints ? 
The tongue was clean, the bowels were 
regular, the urine was clear, the skin cool ; 
there was no feverishness, no evidence of 
the presence of that acidity by which true 
rheumatism is characterized. But as there 
were pains in the limbs and joints, the 
malady was called rheumatism, and as rheu- 
matism I doubt not it had ‘been treated, for 
the boy had not only taken medicines, but 
had had repeated warm baths. The result 
I have just told you; he had failed to ob- 
tain the slightest relief, and at length was 
brought tothe hospital. No wonder that treat- 
ment directed against rheumatism should 
have failed so signally: for the boy was 
not: suffering from that disease, but from 
irritation and pain in his joints resulting 
from a_-cachectic condition of his blood 
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altogether distinct from that which exists in 
rheumatism. Those of you who are familiar 
with the features of gout, or who have noted 
the severe aching pains in the limbs by 
which an attack of typhus fever is ushered 
in; the intense pain in the loins and often. 
times in the limbs also which accompanies 
an attack of smallpox, and pains in the 
limbs, with occasional effusion into the 
capsules of the joints so commonly met 
with.in cases of glanders, and in the cases 
of starvation which sometimes seek a refuge 
in our wards, need not be reminded that 
other agencies besides the rheumatic poison 
may excite pains in the limbs and swelling 
of the joints, and will admit that the only 
so-called rheumatic symptom from which 
this boy was suffering, may and often does 
arise quite independently of any true rheu- 
matic influence. The only indications for 
treatment in this case—the indications which 
any one must have seen who could divest 
himself of preconceived ideas as to rheu- 
matism—were the cachectic condition of 
the system, the cold clamminess of the skin, 
the feebleness of the circulation, and the 
want of appetite. With the view of meet- 
ing these difficulties I gave him a five-grain 
compound rhubarb pill to make sure ofa 
proper emptying of the bowels, and pre- 
scribed a draught to be taken three times a 
day, containing a drachm of the syrup ‘of 
iodide of iron, an ounce of the infusion of 
quassia, and half an ounce of cod-liver oil. 
At the same time I urged him to try to eat 
meat, and ordered him the ordinary diet of ° 
the hospital and a pint of porter. Strange 
treatment for hisrheumatism! Yetit proved 
eminently successful, whereas the orthodox 
hot baths and rheumatic remedies had failed. 
Within a fortnight his aspect had improved, 
he had gained strength, and the pains were 
greatly relieved. At the expiration of three 
weeks, his pains having wholly ceased, and 
his strength and health becoming daily more 
satisfactory, he was made an out patient of 
the hospital. Before he left I directed him 
to continue his medicine for at least another 
month, on the ground that in all these cases 
it is necessary, not only to relieve the pains, 
but to guard against their recurrence by @ 
lengthened course of tonics. 
The case of E. C——, a married woman, 
aged thirty, whom you will remember 
in the Queen’s ward, is an example of 
another form of malady which is styled 
rheumatism ; but has nothing, except pain, 
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in common with true rheumatism. She had 
usually enjoyed good health ; but had suck. 
led her youngest child above fourteen 
months, and had felt weak and languid ever 
since. Whilst in thisstate she was attacked 
with severe pain, extending from the right 
knee down to the toes. This pain com- 
menced three months before she applied to 
the hospital, and although she had been 
under medical treatment above two months, 
and had not only taken a large quantity of 
medicine, but had employed a variety of 
embrocations, she had failed in obtaining 
the slightest relief. She described the pain 


asof a burning character, and as being’ 


aggravated in paroxysms at irregular inter- 
vals, It was not accompanied by redness: 
or swelling, but during a paroxysm there 
was decided increase of heat in the part. 
There had not been pain in any other part 
of the body. When I first saw her she was 
pale and sallow; the skin was natural; 
, tongue coated ; bowels reported regular, and 
urine clear; the pulse was 84, regular, but 
. weak; the catamenia, were regular but too 
profuse. Now, without stopping to inquire 
into the pathology of this form of disease, 
which, if not recognized as distinct from true 
rheumatism is usually little amenable to 
remedies, I would direct your attention to the 
clinical history of the case under considera- 
tion as bearing uponthe treatment to be 
adopted. In the first place, the symptoms, 
ifcarefully examined, do not bear the impress 
of true rheumatism. There was no previous 
history of rheumatism, and no turbidity of 
the urine ; there was no redness, no swelling, 
no shifting of the pain from limb to limb, 
as is almost invariably observed in rheuma- 
tism. But there was coating of the tongue, 
feebleness of the pulse, and distinct par- 
oxysmal increase of pain, and the severity 
of the pain was far in excess of what the 
local symptoms appeared to indicate. In 
short, the pain was evidently of a neuralgic 
character, and the* disposition to it was 
probably engendered by debility and exhaus- 
tion, resulting from her having euckled her 
child above fourteen months. Such, at least, 
was my view of the case, and I ordered 
her accordingly the ordinary diet of the 
hospital, with a pint of porter, and prescribed 
the following medicines: Colocynth and 
calomel pill, ten grains, at bedtime. Tine- 
ture of aconite, six minims; disulphate of 
quinine, five grains; dilute sulphuric acid, 
twelve minims; water to an ounce and a 
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half: every six hours. By this means I 
hoped to get rid of any offending matter 
which might have accumulated in the bow 
els, and given rise to the coating of the 
tongue, and to subdue the exalted sensibility 
of the nerves with which her suffering was 
manifestly connected. The result proved 
that my view was correct ; for within four 
days the pain in the leg was much relieved, 
and at the expiration of a week she left the 
hospital, having thoroughly got rid of the 
pain, which for three months had not ceased 
to trouble her. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Spontaneous Disease of the Elbow in a 
man aged seventy-two; removal of the limb. 
—Diseases of the joints in aged people, 
spontaneously occurring, and running a 
rapid course towards disorganization, are 
very rarely witnessed in surgical practice. 
In very old persons the joints are often 
chronically affected for years, and seldom 
require removal of the limb. 

Some weeks back, a man, aged seventy- 
two, was admitted with disease of his right 
elbow-joint of only six months’ duration, 
occurring spontaneously, without any 
assignable cause; the part was much 
swollen, painful,.and somewhat inflamed. 
Every effort was made to relieve these 
symptoms, but without avail. The forearm 
was becoming involved, and as the consti- 
tutional powers were beginning to flag, Mr. 
Erichsen considered it necessary to submit 
the patient to amputation. This he said he 
did very reluctantly, on account of the 
patient’s age, as well as its being one 
of the superior extremities, with such a 
useful appéndage es the hand. But if de- 
layed any longer, it would be at the sacrifice 
of the patient's life, 

Removal of the arm was accomplished 
on February 18th; by lateral flaps, and 
only a few drops of blood were lost. On 
laying open the articulation, the whole of 
the cartilages were found destroyed, and 
the bony surface was quite bare, with rather 
extensive erosion; the head of the radius 
was the last and the least affected, for some 
of the incrusted cartilage was still present. 
All the soft structures were completely dis- 
organized, and infiltrated with a soft, pulpy, 
and gelatinous material, extending some 
distance downwards into the forearm. The 
disease was too advanced to permit of ex- 
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cision, which Mr. Erichsen would most 
readily have attempted had there been any 
chance of its proving a successful measure. 
Although very little blood was lost during 
the operation, the stump was very vascular, 
and a number of vessels required ligature. 
The stump upto the present time is healing 
very kindly, and if no drawback present 
itself, notwithstanding the age of the patient, 
he is expected to make a good recovery.— 
Lancet, Feb. 28, 1863. 


Subcutaneous Injection of Morphia after 
Operation, before Restoration of Conscious- 
ness after Chloroform.—On the 31st of 
January, Mr. Pacer removed the left leg 
of a young woman at ite upper fourth, by 
means of the circular operation, whilst the 
patient was under the influence of chloro- 
form. The woman was the subject of para- 
lytic varus, which had been submitted to a 
former operation, with the result of the 
restoration of the foot to its natural shape. It 
was, however, a useless limb, was the sub- 
ject of ulceration and chilblains, and for the 
purposes of progression was of no value 
whatever. It caused her a great deal of 


misery and trouble, and she was most anx- 


ious to get rid of it. To this Mr. Paget 
consented ; and after removal, the limb was 
found, as is usual in such cases, to have 
undergone fatty degeneration, and the bones 
were in the same atate. 

After the stump was dressed, a subcuta- 
“neous injection of a solution of a third of a 
grain of morphia was practised, with the 
view of inducing freedom from pain, and 
some refreshing sleep after a return to con- 
sciousness. This practice, as Mr. Paget 
remarked, has been in use for sometime at 
the Middlesex Hospital, and has afforded 
much comfort and ease, especially after 
many of the more important and painful 
operations. From a quarter to a third of a 
grain, or, if necessary, éven half a grain, of 
the morphia may be employed, according to 
circumstances.—Lancet, Feb. 7, 1863. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


American Medical Association.—At the 
thirteenth meeting of this Association in 
New Haven in 1860, it was determined 
that the next annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation should be held in Chicago, on the 
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first Tuesday of June, 1861, and the usual 
Committee of Arrangement, consisting of 
physicians residing in the above-named city, 
was appointed. That meeting in con- 
sequence of the condition of the country was 
postponed by the Committee of Arrange. 
ment, who, however, a few months since, 
invited the different authorized institutions 
to send delegates to a meeting proposed to 
be held on the first Tuesday of June, of the 
present year. 

Incompliance with this call 179 delegates, 
representing 16 states and the army and 
navy, convened at the above named time 
and place. Dr. Wilson Jewell, of Penn- 
sylvania, elected one of the Vice- Presidents 
in 1860, took the chair. 

Dr. N.S. Davis, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, on behalf of the ° 
physicians of Chicago and the State of 
Illinois, bade the delegates welcome in an 
appropriate address, and stated the reasons 
which had induced the Committee to post- 
pone the stated meeting of the Association, 
and for asking its assemblage at the present 
time. 

A Committee on Nominations was then 
appointed, after which the acting President 
delivered his valedictory address. The 
Association then adjourned until the after- 
noon. 


Arrernoon Session, June 2. 


The Association having been called to 
order, the Committee on Nominations 
reported the following officers for the 
ensuing year. 

President.—Dr. Aupen Marcu, of New 
York. 

Vice-Presidents.—Drs. James Courter, of 
Delaware; Davin Prince, of Illinois; C. 
C. Cox, of Maryland ; and E. S. Cang, of 
Wisconsin. 

Treasurer.—Dr. .Casran Wisrer, of 
Philadelphia. 

Secretaries.—Drs. H. A. Jounson, Ill.; 
Guo Furman, New York. 

These nominations were confirmed. 

Dr. Askew, of Delaware, presented, on 
behalf of the Treasurer, his annual report, 
showing a balance in the Treasury of 
$504 21; and stating that the funds of the 
Society would only allow of the printing of 
those papers which may be of most value, 
and that these should be condensed as much 
as possible. 

The report was adopted, 
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The Committee on Publication made 
their annual report, which was accepted. 

Dr. Griscom read an account of a case of 
Diarrhea Adiposa. 

Dr. D. L. MeGugin, on behalf of the 
Committee on Prize Essays, reported that 
only one essay had been presented which 
was deemed worthy of a prize. The subject 
of this was Veratrum Viride and its alkaloid 
Veratria. On opening the accompanying 
sealed package, the author of it was an- 
nounced to be Samvex C. Percy, M. D., 
Prof. of Mat. Med. and Therap. in New 
York Medical College. The essay was 
referred to the Committee of Publication 
for insertion in the Transactions. 

Dr. Squiss, Chairman of the Committee 
on the Practical Workings of the U. S. 
Law relating to the Inspection of Drugs, 
asked to be continued until next year, which 
request was granted, 

Dr. A. K, Gardner, of New York, pre- 
sented a paper on the Use and Abuse of 
Pessaries, the reading of which was, on 
motion, postponed until next year. 

Various committees were continued until 
next year. ? 

The Committee on the Hunter Testi- 
monial reported that they had raised the 
sum of $357 in one dollar subscriptions, a 
portion of which had been forwarded to 
London. The account, on motion, was or- 
dered to be closed, and the balance on 
‘hand sent to England. 

Dr. Lawson called attention to the recent 

order of the Surgeon General, striking off 
calomel and tartar emetic from the supply 
table for the army. The subject was re- 
ferred to a committee with instructions to 
report. : 
Dr. Cox called attention to the want of 
proper rank, for army surgeons, and offered 
the following resolutions, which were 
adopted. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be 
. &ppointed by the chair to draft a memorial 
to Congress asking the enactment of a law 
by which Surgeons in the service of the 
United States army may be accorded rela- 
tive rank in the same. 

Resolved, That each medical gentleman 
Present be urgently invited to use every 
proper influence with the members of Con- 
gress from his respective district, to urge 
the passage of a law, favourable to this ob- 
ject, at the ensuing session of Congress. 

The Association then adjourned. 





538 


Wepnespay Mornine, June 3. 

The President, Dr. A. March, took the 
chair, and called the Association to order. 
The minutes of the previous session were 
read and approved. 

The Committee on Nominations reported 
in favour of Baltimore as the next place of 
meeting; but the Association decided that 
it should be held in New York on the 
second Tuesday in June, 1864. 

On motion, a committee consisting of 
one member from each State was appointed 
to investigate and report upon an ambu- 
lance system for the army of the United 
States. 

A resolution was offered for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to urge the compul- 
sory vaccination of every person in the 
United States. It was referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of Drs. Hibbard, Jewell, 
and Griscom. 

A committee consisting of Drs. Pearson, 
Beardsley, and Cutter, appointed to draft 
resolutions expressive of the sense of the 
Association relative to the death of their 
late President, Dr. Eli Ives, reported a 
series of resolutions, which were adopted. 

A paper by Prof. E. Andrews, of Chicago, 
on Diathesis in its Surgical Relations, was 
presented and referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

The resolution adopted at the meeting in 
New Haven, dividing the Association into 
sections, was suspended for this session. 

The meeting adjourned. 


Wenpnespay AFTERNOON, June 3. 


The Association met at 3 o’clock. 

Dr. D. J. Macgowan addressed the meet- 
ing by invitation on the state of medicine in 
China and Japan, and on the acclimatization 
of the cinchona trees. 

Dr. C. C. Cox, from the Committee on 
Medical .Education, made report, and sub- 
mitted the following resolutions, which were 
adopted. 

Resolved, That a thorough preliminary 
education in English, Latin, mathematics 
and physics, constitutes an essential pre- 
requisite to the admission of a student of 
medicine into the office of a medical pre- 
ceptor, or as a matriculant of a respectable 
medical college. 

Resolved, That the advancement of med- 
ical education demands a more extended 
and symmetrical course of instruction inthe 
colleges, and a more thorough and impar- 
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tial examination for the degree of doctor of; abuse of an article is no just argument 


medicine than at present prevail. 

Resolved, That Medical Jurisprudence 
and Hygeine are highly important branches 
of Medical Science, deserving the careful 
consideration of all medical teachers and 
schools. 

Resolved, That societies for medical im- 
provement—State, district, and county, are 
important auxiliaries to the advancement 
and promotion of science, and are therefore 
highly recommended by this body, as valu- 
able levers in the cause of medical ediication. 

Adjourned. 


Tuurspay Mornine, June 4. 


The meeting convened at 9 o’clock. 

Dr. H. G. Davis, of New York, presented 
a paper on the American Method of treating 
Diseases of the Joints, and Dr. A. Fisher 
one on the Use of the Sulphites of Lime and 
Soda in the treatment of Hospital Gangrene, 
Traumatic Erysipelas, Pyemia, &c. 

Dr. Homberger, on behalf of Dr. Elsberg, 
exhibited some instruments for the treat- 
ment of the diseases of the larynx. 

Dr. Homberger presented a case of ‘‘ re- 
troversion of the iris and dislocation of the 
lens into the anterior chamber, with com- 
plete detachment of the retina.’ 

Dr. L. M. Lawson, on behalf of a major- 
ity of the Committee, to which was referred 
the Surgeon General’s Order No. 6, made 
a report, and recommended the passage of 
the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That from evidence within our 
possession, we can but entertain the con- 
viction that the Surgeon-General of the 
United States army has been led into ex- 
pressions, in order No. 6, which will con- 
vey errors respecting the abuse of calomel 
in the army, and we feel called upon to 
protect, so far as in our power, the reputa- 
tion of the intelligent and self-sacrificing 
medical officers from the implied imputa- 
tion of such general mal-practice. 

Resolved, That while regarding spanemic 
medicines, particularly calomel and tartar 
emetic, when freely administered to sol- 
diers in the field, the camp, or the hospital, 
where unfavourable hygienic conditions so 
commonly cause depressed and asthenic 
conditions of the system, as being very often 
productive of injuries; yet, that these 
articles, when judiciously employed, are 
useful, is a proposition according with the 
general opinion of the profession; and, as 
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against its proper use, it is, inthe judgment 
of this body, to be regretted that the object 
of correcting these abuses was not sought 
to be effected by an order of caution upon 
the subject, and by dismissing from the 
service those disregarding such caution; and 
not by the extraordinary, and, as we think, 
unjustifiable course of endeavouring to pre- 
vent, entirely, the use of the articles, though 
liable to abuse, as are all other powerful 
agents, yet which are well established in 
professional confidence as capable of use- 
ful application. 
(Signed) L, M. Lawson, 
Chairman. 

A minority report was also presented. 
After much discussion the resolutions at- 
tached to the majority report were adopted. 

The following standing committees were 
then, on nomination by the Committee on 
Nominations, appointed :— 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. James 
Andrews, M. Blakeman, T. M. Markoe, 
T. C. Finnell, Austin Flint, Jr., E. 8. F. 
Arnold, J. H. Griscom. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Drs. D. F. 
Condie, Pa.; E.- Wallace, Pa.; Wilson 
Jewell, Pa.; E. R. Peaslee, N. Y.; Alfred 
Stillé, Pa. 

Committee on Medical Education—Drs. 
J.C. Dalton, N. Y.; M. L. Linton, Mo.; 
John Frissell, Va.; Howard Townsend, 
N. Y.; W. H. Byford, Il. 

Committee on Medical Literature—Drs, 
L. M. Lawson, Ohio; E. L. McGugin, 
Iowa; William Mayburry, Pa.; H. Noble, 
Ill,; John Homans, Mass. 

Committee on Publication—Drs. F. G. 
Smith, Chairman ; Caspar Wister, Edward 
Hartshorne, Pa.; H. F. Askew, Del.; S. G. 
Hubbard, Conn.; H. A. Johnson, IIl.; 
Guido Furman, N. Y. 

Committee on Insanity—Drs. Ralph Hills, 
Ohio; C. H. Nichols, D. C.; D. P. Bissell, 
N. Y.; S. W. Butler, Pa.; John S. But- 
ler, Conn. 

The amendments to the Constitution pro- 
posed last year were considered and re- 
jected. 

Votes of thanks to the officers of the 
Society and to the citizens of Chicago were 
adopted. The meeting then adjourned. 


Tuurspay AFTERNOON. 


The meeting assembled at 3 o'clock, 
the President in the chair. Dr. N. 8. Davis, 
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of Chicago, offered an amendment to the 
Constitution, providing for a permanent 
Secretary, which, under the rules, was laid 
over. 

Dr. Arnold, of New York, offered a 
resolution in favour of provision being made 
by railroads for securing medical services 
in cases of accidents, which was adopted. 

The Committee appointed to draft a me- 
morial to Congress in favour of according 
higher rank and increase of pay to army 
surgeons, made a report, which was adopted, 
and ordered to be printed, and copies for- 
warded to members of Congress. 

The Association then adjourned. 

Pennsylvania State Medical Society.— 
The fourteenth session of this Society was 
held in the city of Philadelphia, at 11 o’clock 
A. M., June 10, 1863, at the Lecture Room 
of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Delegates were present from the follow- 
ing County Societies; viz., Armstrong, 
Bradford, Berks, Beaver, Blair, Chester, 
Columbia, Delaware, Huntingdon, Indiana, 
Lebanon, Lancaster, Montgomery, North- 
ampton, Perry, Philadelphia, Susquehanna, 
Schuy!kill, and Westmoreland. 

Accredited delegates were also present 
from the New Jersey and New York State 
Medical Societies, and from the Camden 
City Medical Society. 

The entire number of delegates and 
members in attendance was eighty. 

Inconsequence of the sickness of the Presi- 
dent of the Society, Dr.George F. Horton, of 
Bradford County, the session was organized 
by Dr. T. Green, of Northampton County, 
first Vice-President. Secretaries, J. H. 
Smaltz, of Philadelphia, and J. M. Steven- 
son, of Westmoreland. 

The business of the session was opened 
with prayer by Rev. Dr. Krauth. 

The delegates were very cordially wel- 
comed to the city and proffered its hospitali- 

. ties, by Dr. D. Francis Condie, on behalf 
and in the name of the Philadelphia dele- 
gation. He referred to the increased repre- 
sentation in attendance upon the present 
session as a subject of congratulation, though 
even a much larger delegation from the 
different sections of the State would have 
been desirable. 

Dr. Condie also referred to the importance 
of medical organization, and the benefits 
which would accrue from it to the members 
of the profession. 
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At the close of his address, Dr. Condie 
read a communication from a relative of Dr. 
Horton, President of the Society, stating 
that he was confined to his bed by an attack 
of bilious remittent fever, and that his 
symptoms were, upon the whole, favour-. 
able at the date of writing. 

It was announced that the sessions of the 
Society would be held at 4 o’clock P. M., 
to-day, 10 A. M. to-morrow, and 10 A. M. 
on Friday; omitting Thursday afternoon, 
which was to be devoted to a visit to the 
United States Military Hospital, at Chestnut 
Hill, under the charge of Dr. J. Hopkinson, 
8. U.S. A. 

Invitations were received and accepted to 
visit the several public institutions and other 
places of interest in and about Philadelphia. 

Dr. Green made a few remarks in refer- 
ence to’his position as presiding officer, a 
position which he had been so unexpectedly 
and at so short a notice called upon to as- 
sume. 

Dr.Condie presented a resolution express- 
ing the regret of the Society, at the illness 
of Dr. Horton, President, and requesting 
that gentleman, upon his restoration to 
health, to complete his annual address and 
forward it to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Publication, for insertion in the 
printed ‘‘ Transactions” of the present ses- 
sion. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
’ The following resolutions were offered 
by Dr. R. P. Thomas, and adopted by the 
Society :— ; 

Resolved, That a committee consisting 
of one member from each county repre- 
sented here (whether by a regular delega- 
tion or: by. gentlemen admitted as delegates 
from counties) be appointed to nominate 
officers and censors of the Society, and dele- 
gates to the American Medical Association 
for the ensuing year, the members of the 
committee to be selected by the respective 
delegations. 

Resolved, That the Committee be re- 
quested to designate the place of the next 
meeting, and to nominate three represen- 
tatives to attend the next session of each 
State Medical Society represented here. 

Resolved, That the Surgeons and Assist- 
ant Surgeons of the Army and Navy now 
in this city, and regular practitioners from 
unrepresented counties in this State and 
from neighbouring States, be invited to 
seats on this floor, and to a participa:'on in 
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the deliberations of this Society during the 
present session. 

The convention then took a recess, in 
order to allow of the appointment of said 
Committee. 

The auditors appointed to audit the 
Treasurer’s account reported it correct, as 
follows :— i 
Balance from previous account 
Receipts ° . ° ° 


$7 51 
209 00 
$216 51 
211 51 


$5 00 


Expenditures 


Balance 
Arrearages of dues to be paid by 


County Societies . - $112 00 


$117 00 

The report on the Meteorology and Epi- 
demiceof Bradford County was presented 
by Dr. E. P. Allen, and after an abstract of 
it was read, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

The Sanitory Report from Beaver County 
was presented by Dr. A. P. Dutcher, arid 
after an abstract of it was read, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publication. — 

The report on the Meteorology and Epi- 
demics of Westmoreland County was pre- 
sented and read by Dr. J. E. McGirr, and 
referred to the Committee of Publication. 

A list of the officers and members of the 
Delaware County Medical Society was pre- 
sented and referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

Reports on the Sanitary Condition of 
Berks and Chester Counties were also pre- 
sented, abstracts of them read, and the reports 
referred to the Committee of Publication. 

The unfinished business of the last ses- 
sion being reported by a committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose, was taken up, as 
follows :— 

Ist. Report from the Committee on Pro- 
viding for the Use of the Physicians of the 
State a permanent supply of genuine Vaccine 
matter. 

On behalf of the Committee, Dr. Condie 
remarked that, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, he had distributed a considerable 
quantity of vaccine matter to practitioners 
throughout the State, and to the surgeons 
ef the army. The demands upon him for 
matter were less, however, than in former 
years. The Committee believed that the 
hints that have been given by it in relation 





to the proper plan to be pursued by phyei. 
cians to keep up their supply of effective 
virus throughout the year, have, to a very 
considerable extent, prevented that scarcity 
of reliable matter which was experienced in 
former years. The Committee were of 
opinion that the object had in view by the 
Society in its appointment had been as 
fully accomplished as the means at its dis. 
posal would permit, and therefore begged to 
be discharged. This request was on motion 
complied with by the Society. : 

2d. Report from the Committee on Me. 
teorology. 

Dr.Kennedy, on behalf of this Committee, 
stated that a diagram had been prepared 
showing by a system of lines the maximum 
and minimum of temperature, of the rise 
and fall of the barometer, of the variations 
in the dew point, and of the fall of rain, ete, 
for Philadelphia, in reference to the mor- 
tality of the leading endemic diseases. On 
motion, the Committee was directed to 
present to theSociety the said diagram, and 
was continued. 

3d. Report on Criminal Abortion. 

Dr. Bell, Chairman of the Committee, 
asked for the discharge of the Committee, 
which was accordingly done. 

4th. Report .on Physical Education. 

Dr. Bell, Chairman of the Committee, 
reported progress, and the Committee was 
continued. 

5th. Report from Committee on Daily 
Medical Gazett-. 

Dr. Darrach, on behalf of the Committee, 
reported progress and asked to be continued, 
which was done. 

Dr. Mayburry, on behalf of the Commit- 
tee to take measures for effecting an organ- 
ization of the profession in certain counties 
in which no organization existed, reported 
their labours. The Committees on the 
subject were, on motion, continued. 

Dr. Condie, on behalf of the Commis- 
sioners from this Society to the New Jer- 
sey State Medical Society, presented 
report, in which notice was taken of the 
very kind manner in which they were re- 
ceived by the New Jersey Society. 

Dr. Jewell, by request, gave an account, 
in general terms, of the proceedings of the 
session of the American Medical Associa- 
tion at its session of the present year, held 
in Chicago, IIl, 

The proceedings of the session, contrary 
to expectation, were, he said, very harmo- 
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nious. He regretted that Pennsylvania was 
less numerously represented than most of 
the other States from which delegates were 
present. The entire number of delegates 
was one hundred and seventy-nine. 

Dr. H. Hartshorne offered a resolution for 
the sppointment of a committee of six 
members to prepare a suitable bill to pre- 
sent io the next Legislature providing for 
the legalization of dissections under proper 
restrictions, 

A bill for this purpose was defeated last 
year, it is believed, on technicalities only. 
The object of the proposed law is that the 
bodies of persons having no friends to claim 
them, criminals, etc., shall be devoted to 
scientific purposes, and the benefit of hu- 
manity. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Drs. Gross, Jewell, Nebinger, Condie, 
Bache, and McGirr were appointed the 
committee. 

The entire Society was appointed a com- 
mittee of co-operation. 

Dr. Condie offered a resolution providing 
that the laws of the Society be so amended 
that a permanent secretary shall be elected 
every five years, in addition to those now 
provided for. His duties are to take charge 
of the minute books and other documents 
and‘property of the Society, which he shall 
keep during the intervals of the sessions, 
and to comply with any subsequent resolu- 
tion or enactment of the Society in respect 
to his office. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, 
and became in consequence a law of the 
Society. 

The above is an abstract of the proceed- 
ings of the morning and afternoon sessions 
of Wednesday ; the Society taking a recess 
from two until four o’clock P. M. 

June 11th. The Society reassembled at 
10.0’clock A. M. : 

The sanitary report of Perry County was 
presented, and an abstract of it read, when 
it was referred to the Committee of Publi- 
cation. 

The. report on the Meteorology and 
Epidemics of Montgomery County was 
presented by Dr. Corson, who read an ab- 
stract of it, when the report was referred to 
the Committee of Publication. 

The report on Meteorology and Epidemics 
of Philadelphia County was presented by 
Dr. J. M. Corse. An abstract of the re- 
port being read, it was referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 
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} Sanitary reports were also presented from 

Susquehanna and Northampton Counties, 
read by abstract, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

A resolution was adopted expressive of 
the high estimate entertained by the Society 
of the character and standing of the late 
Dr. W. Darlington, of West Chester, as a 
man, a citizen, and a physician, and the 
regret felt for the loss which the country 
and the profession have experienced in his 
death. 

The following resolygion was then unani- 
mously adopted :— 

Resolved, While this Society is organized 
for scientific purposes, for the elevation and 
the purity of the medical profession, it is 
no part of the organization as such to in- 
terfere with State or National politics, at 
the same time we are fully prepared, and 
determined, individually and collectively, 
to maintain the Union of the United States 
against the accursed rebellion now waging 
destruction to the Government formed by 
the wisdom, and cemented by the blood of , 
our Revolutionary ancestors. 

The following gentlemen were elected 
officers for the ensuing year:— 

President.—Wilson Jewell. 

Vice-Presidents.—J. D. Ross, M. Man- 
uel, Chas. Shoemaker, W. Worthington. 

Corresponding Secretary.—A. Nebinger. 

Permanent Secretary.—W. B. Atkinson. 

Recording Secretaries.—J. M. Steven- 
son, W. Sargent. 

Treasurer.—Wm. Mayburry. 

Dr. Jewell, President elect, was then 
conducted to the chair; on taking which he 
expressed his gratification at having so high 
an honour conferred on him. He would look 
to the Association for the same indulgence 
towards his short-comings as had been shown 
to those wha had preceded him in the office. 

After: the usual votes of thanks were 
passed, the Society adjourned to meet in 
Philadelphia on the second Wednesday in 
June, 1864. 
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Medical Department of the University of 
Maryland.—At the annual commencement, 
held on the 7th of March last, the degree of 
M. D. was conferred on 37 candidates. 


Bumstead on Venereal Diseases.—We 
are pleased to learn that this admirable work 
is duly appreciated abroad ; Dr. Tamburini, 
of l’Ospitale Magiore of Milan, has trans- 
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lated it into Italian, and announces it as 
nearly ready for publication. 


United States Pharmacopeia.—This 
anxiously looked for work is now, we learn, 
actually printed off, and will be published 
in a few days. Every pharmaceutist should 
hasten to secure a copy, and conform in his 
preparations to the formula therein given. 


Obituary Record.—We are pained to have 
to record the death, on the 3d June, of Dr. 
Joun Watson, of New York. Dr. W. was 
a skilful and judicious surgeon, an erudite 
scholar, and an honourable, high-minded 
gentleman. He was one of the active foun- 
ders, and most zealous supporters of our 
great National Association. In the death 
of Dr. Watson, the profession and the pub- 
lic, no less than his friends, have sustained 
a great loss, 
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Ventilation of Armour-clad Ships.— 
The Royal Oak would appear to be destined 
to play as important a part in the sanitary 
history of the Royal Navy as the Warrior 
in the fighting. As the custom is among 
naval architects, while every care had been 
given to the offensive and defensive powers 
of our armour-clad frigates, fittle heed had 
been bestowed upon their capabilities as 
dwelling-places for a crew. True these 
ships would carry a smaller number of men 
than it was usual to assign for vessels of 
their tonnage, and each sailor, as a conse- 
quence, would luxuriate in a larger cubic 
space between decks, than he would have 
possessed in a wooden ship-of-war.- But it 
had been omitted to estimate the probable 
influence of iron-plated walls in acquiring 
and retaining heat, as well as the effects 
upon a confined atmosphere of outlets and 
inlets which had been reduced to the lowest 
degree, not only in number, but also in ca- 
pacity, consistent with the working of the 
vessel. It was quickly found that the crews 
of armour-clad ships were exposed, in hot 
weather, to the risk of being suffocated (after 
the fashion of doughty knights of old), as 
well as to many less conspicuous, but not 
less serious, evils arising from the vitiated 
atmosphere of the between-decks. To ob- 
viate these evils, a system of ventilation 
was suggested by Captain Fanshawe, 
the superintendent of Chatham Dockyard, 
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and it was carried out in the Royal Oak 
while that vessel was still on the stocks, 
We long ago urged that, until the hygienic 
conditions of ships-of-war entered into the 
consideration of naval architects as fully as 
the sailing and fighting qualifications, there 
would be little hope of the removal of those 
sanitary drawbacks which affect the crews, 
The results of the system of ventilation 
adopted in the Royal Oak would seem to 
confirm this view. The success is stated 
to be so great that the Admiralty has de. 
cided to ventilate all the ships of the armour- 
clad fleet on the same plan.— Lancet, May 
23, 1863, 

Ozone as a Disinfectant.—Dr. Deta- 
BROUSSE recommends the manufacture of 
ozone in the wards of hospitals, for the pur- 
pose of their disinfection. What we want 
is, he says, a proper supply of ozone—that 
is, of a body which is capable of decompos- 
ing, and so of neutralizing, the miasms con- 
stantly arising in hospital wards, and which 
at the same time is not hurtful to the pa- 
tients. And thus, he tells us, the problem 
is solved. Ozone is such a body, and may 
be thus used. A spiral platinum wire is 
placed beneath an inverted funnel, and is 
rendered incandescent by means of Bun- 
sen’s pile. Hereupon the characteristic 
smell of ozone is perceived in the heated air 
circulating above the funnel; and” its pre- 
gence is shown by the test-paper. Thus 
may we obtain a ready and practical supply 
of ozong, and so insure the disinfecting of 
our hospital wards.—British Med. Journ., 
April 12, 1863. 

Carbonic Acid as an Anesthetic.—M. 
Ozanan has given a mixture of three parts 
of carbonic acid with one part of atmospheric 
air with success, as an anesthetic. After 
breathing it for ten minutes the patient be- 
came insensible, and an operation was per- 
formed without any sign of pain being 
evinced. 

Death from Chloroform—Mr. F. W. 
Skey, M.R.C.S., the eldest son of the 
eminent London surgeon, has been an un- 
fortunate victim to chloroform. The deceased 
had long suffered from a severe neuralgic: 
disease, to obtain relief from which he 
frequently had recourse to chloroform, but 
with only temporary benefit. More than 
once ‘he carried the anwethesia to such an 
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extent as to cause considerable alarm, 
especially on one occasion, when, acting as 
house surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital, he remained so long under the 
influence of this subtle agent, ae to necessi- 
tate recourse to galvanism and to artificial 
respiration. On recovery he assured his 
anxious and deeply afflicted parents that it 
was the last time he would use it without 
advice. The promise he religiously kept 
until Friday last, when an unusually severe 
paroxysm came on, and having to meet his 
father and several friends at dinner, he 
again had recourse to his old, but on this 
occasion fatal, remedy. How long he had 
succumbed to the active agent is not pre- 
cisely known, but he was found in his 
chamber, kneeling at a chair with a hand- 
kerchief to his face, which had contained 
the chloroform. He immediately received 
every attention, but too late: the vital 
spark could not be recalled. The deceased, 
who was only thirty-one, had attained to 
considerable excellence in music, poetry, 
and painting. —Lancet, June 6, 1863. 


Influence of the Microscopie Beings.— 
“Tf,” says M. Pastzur, ‘‘ microscopic be- 
ings were to disappear from the earth, its 
surface would be soon encumbered with 
dead organic matter of every kind, animal 
and vegetable. These microscopic beings 
are the chief agents through which oxygen 
receives its properties of combustion. With- 
out them, life would be impossible, because 
the work of death would be imperfect. 
After death, life appears in a new form, and 
gifted with new properties. The germs of 
microscopic beings are everywhere pre- 
sent; commence their evolutions; and by 
their aid, and the curious power they pos- 
sess (and which M. Pasteur points out in his 
paper), oxygen fixes in enormous quantities 
on the organic substances which are perva- 
ded by these beings, and gradually operates 
their complete combustion.”” This is the 
power which, according to M. Pasteur, the 
organic cells possess ; viz., transporting the 
oxygen from the air into all organic matters, 
and of so effecting their complete combus- 
tion with development of much heat. And, 
he adds, we have here a faithful image of 
respiration, and of the combustion which is 
its consequence, in the action of the organic 
globules, which the blood incessantly carries 
into the pulmonary cells, where they are 
brought to take up the oxygen of the air, 
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and whence they convey it into all parts of 
the body, in order to burn up there the 
different principles of the body. What 
these corpuscles effect, is likewise effected 
in fermenting fluids by the mycodermic 
cells present in them.—Jbid. 
Extraordinary Abstinence from Food.— 
On the 10th of April, a young woman, aged 
twenty-seven, named Martha Batten, was 
committed to Reading gaol, from Newbury, 
Berks, on a charge of vagrancy. She re- 
fused all food for eighteen days, when, on 
preparations being made by the physician 
of the gaol, Dr. Woodhouse, and the eur- 
geon, Mr. F. A. Bulley, for forcing some 
gruel down her throat, she reluctantly con- 
sented to take a little. She appeared to 
suffer little inconvenience from the long 
fast. Two years since she was imprisoned 
in the same gaol, and passed seventeen days 
without food.— Lancet, May 9, 1863. 


Effects of Syrups on Linen.—Dr. Dore 
sent in a paper to the French Academy of 
Science on the effects of syrup dropped on 
linen. All syrups, and those of sugar 
especially, when dropped upon cotton or 
linen stuffs, and exposed to a moderate 
temperature, deprive these stuffs of their 
flexibility and tenacity, and the threads 
break very easily under their influence. At 
first sight, the rent has the appearance of 
having been produced by some corrosive 
substance, weak sulphuric acid, for instance. 
A similar effect is produced when wet linen 
is exposed to a certain degree of cold; the 
linen becomes brittle. Dr. Dore observes 
that it is highly important to notice such 
facts, because they might sometimes, in 
ignorant minds, generate suspicions injuri- 
ous to the reputation of a chemist, or of a 
physician, or else furnish ill- disposed persons 
with a weapon against those who attend the 
sick.—Dublin Med. Press, March 4, 1863. 


Sale of Diseased Meat as Human Food. 
—Notwithstanding all that has been written, 
said, and enacted to prevent the baneful and 
disgusting practice of vending for human 
food meat in a horribly dieeased state, there 
is only too much reason to know that it is 
carried on to an excessive and dangerous 
extent, even in the city of London, where 
the inspection isin this respect, we believe, 
more vigilant and complete than in any 
other city of the kingdom. We invite par- 
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ticular attention to an extract from a recent $ rather that it is carried on unchecked and 


report by Dr. Letheby, which puts the mat- 
ter in a clear light. Speaking of the sani- 
tary action of one week only, he says :— 
‘¢The markets and slaughter-houses have 
been duly inspected, and the officers have 
seized 4525 Ibs. of meat and 73 head of 
game and poultry as unfit for hutnan food. 
Tt consisted of 16 sheep, 10 pigs, 32-quar- 
ters of beef, and about fifty joints of meat. 
Three-fourths of it was diseased animals; 
and I recommend that in five cases the 
matter be submitted to the solicitor for fur- 
ther investigation. The inspectors inform 
me that much of the diseased meat of 
Newgate-market finds its way to the 
sausage-makers of Cow-cross. Last week 
the inspectors seized the carcases of a dis- 
eased sheep and pig, which were being 
carried to a sausage-maker in that locality. 
The sheep had died from rot; and the pig 
was covered with small abscesses, like boils, 
many of which had burst through the skin, 
and the rest were still full of matter. Both 
of these animals were in a shockingly dis- 
eased state, and but for the interference of 
the inspectors would have been converted 
into sausages. I have also to state that 
the slaughter-houses of Cow-cross, which 
are just outside the city, are a source of 
great anxiety to the inspectors, from the 
circumstance that diseased animals are 
frequently slaughtered there, and brought 
into the city markets. Last week there 
were two such instances. T'wo diseased 
bullocks had,been killed in the slaughter- 
house of a Mr. Crosse, and then carried to 
Newgate-market, where they were seized 
by the inspectors. In like manner, at 
Whitechapel it is a common practice with 
some of the butchers, who are outside the 
city boundaries, to traffic in diseased meat; 
and the city butchers and salesmen com- 
plain that they have not the same chance 
for the disposal of inferior meat which their 
neighbors have, and that the rigorous super- 
vision of the city is anjust to them. Only 
last week the carcases of several bullocks, 
about a dozen or so, that had died on ship 
board, were sold in Whitechapel. Meat of 
this description is disposed of to the poor 
at night, when it passes for wholesome 
meat, and it realizes from a penny to five 
farthings a potnd.”” Now it must not, we 
think, be supposed because similar returns 
do not appear from other cities, that this 


unexposed by vigilant inspection. In the 
presence of this continued outrage upon 
health and decency, we trust that the ma. 
gistrates will persist in sternly punishing to 
the full extent which the law authorizes 
the persons who are engaged in it.—Lancet, 
Dec. 15, 1862. 


Antiquity of Man.—A crowded meeting 
of the Ethnological Society took place on 
the 14th of April last, the attraction being 
a paper ‘On the Antiquity of Man,” by 
Mr. J. Crawfurd, the President. The auv- 
thor objected to the recent work of Sir 
Charles Lyell, in respect to certain branches 
of the subject on which he had bestowed 
special attention. He stated at once his own 
conviction that the presence of man on the 
earth had an antiquity far beyond the usual 
estimate, and that there was no question as 
to his having been the contemporary of the 
fossil elephants, lions, and rhinoceroses. 
He opposed Sir C. Lyell on the points of 
the unity of the human race and the Aryan 
theory of language, and the origin by trans- 
mutation of man from the apes. On the 
first point Mr. Crawfurd concludes that 
there is no shadow of evidence for the unity 
of the human races, and none for any having 
undergone any appreciable change of form. 
If 1000, or 4000, or 10,000, or 100,000 years, 
supposing the last to be the age of the skel- 
etons of the Belgian race contemporary with 
the Mammoth, have yielded no differences 
from the present European type, it is, he 
believes, reasonable to consider that multi- 
plying any of these sums by a million of 
years would yield nothing but the same 
cipher. On the second point, he said ‘that 
Sir Charles’s object, following the philoso- 
phers of Germany, would seem to be to re- 
duce all languages to a small number of 
primordial ones, in the same manner as the 
authors of the theory of transmutations of 
species would reduce all the species to a 
few monads. If there were any truth in 
the Aryan theory thus advocated, it would, 
Mr. Crawfurd says, of necessity follow that 
there would be no language at all in Wes- 
tern Asia or Europe, ancient or modern, 
and that Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, with all 
the modern languages, would be reduced to 
the rank of mete dialects, or subdivisions 
of one primordial tongue—the airy and fab- 
ulous Aryan, the mere creature of Teutonic 





infamous traffic does not exist there, but 


imagination. On the third point, Mr. Craw- 
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fard confessedly took only a popular view. 
He considered that man was marked by a 
superiority of intellect, by having the power 
of speech and the capability of framing 
languages, and that although monkeys have 
an outward and even a structural resem- 
plance to man beyond all other animals, 
it was nothing more than a mere resem- 
blance, and that why nature has bestowed 
upon them this similarity was a mystery 
beyond our understanding. In the animated 
discussion which followed, Sir Charles Lyell, 
Sir Roderick Murchison, Professor Busk, 
Mr. James Wyatt, of Bedford, Dr. Collier, 
Professor MacDonald, and Mr. Mackie 
took part. It was stated by Sir Charles 
Lyell that, by a letter he had received this 


day, he had heard that M. B. de Perthes; 


hed found a human jaw in the flint-bearing 
beds of Abbeville ; but, on the other hand, 
it was said that Mr. Prestwich had seen the 
specimen, and was not convinced of its 
genuineness. Nothing certain seemed to 
be known about this relic. 

Professional Remuneration.—T here is a 
very sensible editorial article on this sub- 
ject in the Medical Times and Gaz. (March 
7, 1863), from which we make the following 
extracts :— 

“Tt has been truly said that the root of the 
distinction between profession and trade is 
the all-important fact that the professional 
man is occupied with the interests of others 
relating to mind, body or estate—according 
as his vocation is divinity, medicine, or 
law—while the mere tradesman works with 
his attention directed to his own benefit 
alone. Independently of this vital distinction, 
the remuneration of the learned professions 
must ever stand upon a perfectly different 
footing from the gain derived from purely 
commercial pursuits. The payment to be 
made to a tradesman is a very simple mat- 
ter. It is to be measured by the value of 
the goods supplied, or trouble incurred in 
the particular case under consideration. But 
the professional man must receive a three- 
fold remuneration. He must be compen- 
sated, first, for the enormous amount of 
time, capital, and exertion which he has 
expended in qualifying himself for his calling; 
secondly, for the labour and attention re- 
quisite for making himself master of the 
facts of the case under his care; and, thirdly, 
for conscientiously applying to that case the 
knowledge derived from his professional 


education and experience. It is from at- 
tempting to extend to the professions the 
principles applicable only to trade that the 
present unsatisfactory state of the law as to 
professional remuneration proceeds. 

The Medical and Legal professions are 
each divided into two classes, one class in 
each profession being supposed to enjoy 
some undefined superiority over the other. 
The remuneration of the superior class in 
each profession is, or was till lately, of a 
purely honorary character. The so-called 
inferior classes, however,—the General 
Practitioners and Attorneys—have always 
been entitled to recover their charges in 
court of law. But supposing a General 
Practitioner and an Attorney to have brought 
each an action, and to have succeeded in 
establishing a right to some compensation 
for their services, the amount of such 
compensation is usually assessed in different 
ways. In the case of an Attorney, it 
generally has been already ascertained by 
one of the Masters of the Court—gentlemen 
thoroughly acquainted with the remunera- 
tion to which the plaintiff is justly entitled, 
and whose decision, as a rule, is satisfactory 
to all parties. In the case of the Medical 
plaintiff, the damages are assessed by the 
jury. Here the Medical profession stands 
at an enormous disadvantage. Were it left 
to common juries to tax the costs of 
Attorneys, it would, indeed, go hard with 
that body. The prejudice which exists 
against them among ignorant people, com- 
bined with the sympathy in the minds of 
the jury with anyone called upon to pay a 
lawyer’s bill, would reduce the damages to 
the lowest figure. But, unfortunately, the 
dislike to pay a doctor’s bill, as soon as 
the necessity for his assistance has, thanks 
to him, passed away, is no less intense than 
in the case of a lawyer’s costs. The sym- 
pathies of the jury are entirely with the 
defendant, and in the verdict in-the recent 
action of ‘‘ Breary v. Green’’ we have a 
fair sample of the usual result. 

In this case the learned and witty Baron 
Bramwell, not without a few facetious 
observations, told the jury that, if they 
believed the plaintiff’s statement, he was 
entitled to recover ; but kindly added that 
it was quite competent to them (the jury) 
to state what sum they thought he ought to 
receive. After mature deliberation, they 
came to the conclusion that £201 15s. Id. 
; was the pecuniary equivalent to the plain- 
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tiff's professional services, extending over 
some three or four years, during which the 
defendant suffered from a tumour pressing 
on the urinary canal, and during which the 
plaintiff supplied (inter alia) 2677 draughts 
and mixtures, had made 778 visits, and 
performed certain operations. 

The fact is, that common juries are 
unfit tribunals to decide on the remuneration 
of professional men. 


Female Physicians—The Progressive 
Annual for 1863, a Transatlantic publication 
‘* comprising an Almanac, a Spiritual Re- 
gister, and a general Calendar of Reform,” 
contains a list of two hundred and fifty-six 
“regularly graduated and diplomatized”’ 
practising women-physicians in the United 
States. It is not pretended that this list 
exhausts the number of female practitioners 
in medicine across the Atlantic, but it pro- 
fesses to be the most complete ever pub- 
lished. From it we learn, not only the 
names and residences, but also the system 
of practice adopted by many of our fair 
professional brethren. Thus, sixty-seven 
are styled hydropathic or hygienic practi- 
tioners, forty-eight allopathic, forty-three ra- 
tional, eleven eclectic, eleven homaopathic, 
and two allopathic and hydropathic or hy- 
gienic. The “allopathic’’ practitioners in 
the list represent, it is to be presumed, 
medicine as it is ordinarily taught and 
practised in acivilized community. If this 
be the case, it is noteworthy how small a 
proportion the allopaths bear (little more 
than a fourth) to those who adopt less 
legitimate, nay charlatanic, methods of treat- 
ment. In connection with this fact it is not 
alittle curious that the ‘‘Spiritual Register,” 
in which this list of practising women- 
physicians is found—a register of ‘‘writers, 
speakers, and workers in the different 
fields of Human Progress’*—includes also 
lists of ‘‘ Magnetic Operators, Clairvoyants, 
and Medical Mediums,”’ ‘‘ Social Agita- 
tors,’’ ‘Women’s Rights Reformers,’’ and 
‘Practical Dress Reformers.” The list of 
Magnetic Operators and their congeners is 
designed, we are told, ‘‘ to include the 
most successful, though undiplomatized, 
class of practitioners, who, as clairvoyants 
or mediums for examining and prescribing, 
or as manipulators and magnetizers for 
healing, are establishing their claim for 
recognition as valuable labourers in the 
work of physical progress.”” The Practical 


Dress Reformers, of whom the list is said 
to be far from complete, are ladies who 
have adopted and habitually wear the “Ame. 
rican Costume,” or ‘‘ Short-skirt Reform 
Dress.’’ 

The conjunction of women-physicians 
with spirit-wrappers, magnetic operators, 
and women’s right reformers, is ominous, 
It is manifest that the ‘‘Progressionists,” 
otherwise ‘‘Spiritualists,’’ of America, Te. 
gard the recent efforts to promote the study 
of physic among women as a phase of that 
extraordinary movement which originated 
in ‘table-moving” and “‘ spirit-rapping,” 
and which eventuated in a “ party,”’ Pro- 
greesioniats, to wit, who, as the editor of 
the Annual (A. J. Davis, the notorious 
Poughkeepsie seer) informs us, “ will 
acknowledge no central mind, no control 
external to spirit, no outward authority, no 
allegiance to religious observances, no 
reverence for past religions, no vicarious 
atonement for personal sins, no fear of ex- 
isting statutes, no sympathy with institu. 
tions that claim to be superior to the im- 
mortal mind of man.’’ There is certainly 
a most suspicious parallelism between the 
political and social teachings of the ultra 
woman’s right reformers and the transcen- 
dental speculations of the Progressionists; 
and the prodigious proportion which char- 
latanry bears to legitimate physic, in the 
list of women-physicians, almost justifies 
the assumption that the bulk of the latter 
belong to the “‘ Progressive” school. But, 
be this as it may, it is well to bear in mind 
that the female-physician movement in this 
country is of Transatlantic origin.—Zancet, 
May 30, 1863. 

Lithotomy in Russia.—Dr. Esermaxn 
stated, at a recent meeting of the St. Peters- 
burg Medical Society, that, according ‘to 
the reports of the Russian civil hospitals 
for 1856-9, there had been 231 cases of 
lithotomy, of which 194 terminated in re- 
covery, and 37 in death. During the same 
period there had been only five cases of 
lithotrity, all of which were successful. 
This marked disproportion of the cases ia 
which lithotomy and lithotrity were em- 
ployed is striking, and suggests the question 
whether lithotrity might not have been 
advantageously resorted to in some of the 
cases in which the more formidable and 
dangerous operation was employed.—Len- 





cet, June 6, 1863. 
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Imperial Academical Prizes.—On the 9th 
jnst., the French Academy of Medicine held 
jw grand annual meeting, whereat M. Bé- 
clard read the report of the prizes distributed 
for the year 1862; and M. Dubois, ‘‘le 
Secrétaire perpetuel,”’ delivered an eloge on 


ready admitted this year, and several appli- 
cants for admission were refused for want 
of room. The mortality has been seventeen 
per cent., being four or five per cent. above 
the general mortality of late years. The 
vaccinated patients have formed a numerous 


the illustrious Thénard. The annual history ? class, and several have died of smallpox who 


of this prize-list is interesting and instruc- 
tive. The fact of the difficulty—we may 
rather say the impossibility—of satisfactorily 
adjudging the prizes, is very suggestive. It 
shows clearly enough that men cannot be 
always got to do effective work for the sake 
of aprize. A man of genius and of origi- 
pal enterprise will not be hampered and tied 
tothe subjects of a prize-list. He selects 
his. own field of labour and investigation. 
That such is the case, we have the proof 


us. The imperial prizes ready for distribu- 
tion cannot find candidates worthy of receiv- 
ing them. ‘The conclusion to be drawn 
from this seems obvious: it is, that prizes 
should be given to the works of highest 


had in early life been vaccinated, or, as Mr. 
Marson remarks, badly vaccinated, but still 
vaccinated in a manner a very large propor- 
tion of the inhabitants of the country un- 
fortunately are. 

Infanticide in England.—From returns 
presented to Parliament, it appears that 
during eighteen months, ending June, 1862, 
verdicts of ‘‘Wilful Murder,” “ Found 
Dead,’’ in ditches, ponds, &c., were re- 
turned—in London 297 children, and in 
England and Wales, 625, total 921 children 
under two years of age, all of whom were 
most probably murdered.— Lancet, May 30, 
1863. 


merit, whatever the subjects of them may} Rejection of Recruits—About 350 per 


be: It is evidently useless to attempt to 
treat men of science like schoolboys, and to 
expect that the bribe of a prize will induce 
them to turn their hearts and minds to any 
particular subject which may seem most 
fitting in the eyes of the giver of the prize. 
—British Med. Journ., Dec. 20, 1862. 
Lunatic Asylum at Paris.—The farm of 
St. Anne, near Paris, is to be converted 
into a lunatic asylum to accommodate 600 


patients. 


Winter of 1862-63 in Great Britain.— 
The past winter is said to have been one of 
the warmest in England on record ; and its 
sickliness was as remarkable as its mildness. 
“People,” says the Registrar- General,‘‘died 
im the quarter at the rate of 20,000 in a 
year, whose lives would have been saved if 


1000 of those who present themselves for 
medical examination, as recruits in the 
British Army, are rejected on account of 
physical disability. 

Births in England and Wales in 1862.— 
These amounted to 711,601, or an average 
of 1,950 per day. This is the largest num- 
ber ever before recorded. 

British Pharmacopeia.—It is announced 
that this long expected work will be pub- 
lished at the latest by October next. It is 
said to be now all in type. 


Revenue obtained by the British Govern- 
ment from Opium.—Sir Charles Trevelyan, 
in his Indian budget, estimates that the 
duty on the opium crop of 1862-3 will pro- 
duce a revenue of no less than forty million 


epidemics or atmospheric causes of a nature} four hundred and fifty thousand dollars 


unfavourable to health had not been in 
greater force than usual.” 


Smailpoz.—This disease is prevailing to 
avery unnsual extent in London. Mr. J. 
P. Manson, the resident snrgeon of the 
London Smallpox Hospital, states (Lancet, 
May 2, 1863) that an hospital which has 
accommodations for 100 patients, has been 
constantly full of patients for the last six 
months. 





“Upwards of 500 patients have been al- 


($40,450,000).—Lancet, June 3, 1863. 


McGill College, Canada.—The number 
of medical students during the session of 
1862-3, was 174, and at the commencement 
on the 5th of May, the degree of M. D. was 
conferred on 31 candidates. 


Prison Life.—The history of prison 
diacipline in England has yet to be written. 
We know of few subjects which, in skilful 
hands, would make a better theme for a 
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Medico-historical eseay. Even. if. the 
comparatively short period be taken which 
commences with the appearance of Howard's 
great work, and ends with the Earl of 
Carnarvon’s address at Winchester, on 
Monday last, we-stould find abundance of 
matter to filla volume of surpassing interest. 
The sentiments and measures of men 
collectively, and often, too, of men individu- 
ally, seem to obey a property analogous to 
elasticity. The further a force or impulse 
carries them in one direction, the greater 
will be the rebound in the other. We all 
remember Lord Macaulay’s celebrated 
apothegm, in which he sums up the history 
of the saintly régime of the Commonwealth, 
and the license of the succeeding period. 
Amongst individuals, many a good Tory, 
like Southey, begins life with a devout 
faith in liberty, equality, and fraternity ; 
and, on the other hand, a Robespierre first 
courts public favour as the author of a 
treatise advocating the abolition of capital 
punishment. The history of medicine is 
full of parallel antagonisms, which have 
succeeded each other as though necessitated 
by law. As remarkable a revulsion of 
opinion and action has taken place in this 
country on the subject of the treatment of 
criminals. Sixty years ago prisons in 
England were the blackest stain on our 
civilization, Thanks mainly to the efforts 
of Howard and Lettsom, that blot was 
wiped out. But now they are comfortable 
abodes, to which -persons, unfortunate 
enough to offend the laws, retire for a short 
time at the expense of society, expiate their 
crimes by sleeping ten hours per diem, 
working two; reading travels, novels, and, 
if they choose, light religious books ; taking 
moderate exetcise in the. open air, con- 
versing with each other, and breakfasting, 
dining, and supping in a way which would 
be envied by a Devonshire or Dorsetshire 
peasant, who supports himself and family 
on ten or twelve shillings a week. The 
result: everybody knows. Public opinion 
is setting strongly against the regimen of 
the'philanthropists and doctrinaires, It is 
not impossible that the necessary rebound 


opposite. direction..:. 

state of things in our gaquese 

it is pernicious, and incompatible, not only 
with the punishment or reformation of ‘the 
prisoner, but with the safety of other people. 
—Lancet, Jan. 10, 1863, 
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Hi ie Therapeutics.—In chronic 
catarrh of the bladder, Dr. Hastings effected 
a cure by pareira brava; Dr. Pope by 
belladonna; and Dr. Henderson by mercu- 
rius. . Acute articular rheumatism is one of 
the most. easily recognized diseases, and, 
as. compared with others, one of the most 
uniform in its course. Here, if anywhere, 
one would expect a uniformity of treatment, 
In vain; Dr. Henderson cures his cases 
with brydhia, aconite, and belladonna. Dr, 
Henriques employs bryonia only. once, and 
belladonna and aconite not at all. His 
remedies are sulphur, china, arnica, rhus, 
and antimony. Dr. Black, in addition to 
most of the above, gives pulsatilla, spigelia, 
arsenic, mercury, lachesis, colchicum, and 
nux. Lastly, Drs. Wurmb and Caspar, in 
forty-seven cases, resorted to aconite, 
bryonia, pulsatilla, mezereon, colocynth, 
rhododendron, ledum, ruta, colchicum, 
staphysagria, china, mang. caust., sulphur, 
mercurius, spigelia, ~euphrasia, lachesis. 
And the cheering result of their abundant 
experience is, that ‘‘nothing has been 
achieved up to the present time for the 
treatment of rheumatism !’’—Dr. Roberts. 


A Hemorrhagic Family.—The coroner 
‘of Ratcliff, on an inquest on the body of a 
lad who died of hemorrhage from a wound 
on the head, caused by a shell falling on 
him from the mantel piece, stated that the 
mother has lost five children in this way, 
two of whom died in the London Hospital 
from a scratch in the hand. If they bleed 
but the smallest quantity, they die. Dr. 
Arnold states that this is the consequence 
of a hemorrhagic diathesis.—Reg istered 
Reports. 


Osrrvary Recorp.—The celebrated 
Professor of Clinical Medicine at: the Fa- 
culty of Medicine in Madrid, M. Drumen, 
has died suddenly, He was President of 
the Royal Academy of Medicine and phy- 
sician to Queen Isabella. He was remark- 
able for his high sense of professional dig- 
nity and honour as well as for his learning. 
On the occasion of the introduction of 
homoopaths at the court, he protested, and 
gave in his resignation, which was not, 
however, accepted. It is by such acts, says 
his chronicler, that medical men honour 
themselves and preserve the esteem of their 
clients. 





